FOR READERS
ALA members may now access full text articles from issues of JALA dating back as far as March 1999 (Volume 4, Number 1) via JALA Online. To activate online access, ALA members must first register as users within the Elsevier system. Registration is brief and free, and entitles users to view the content of JALA Online, search the Elsevier periodicals database, save personal searches, and create search alerts, periodical Table of Contents (TOC) alerts, and citation alerts.
Please note that, as an ALA member, when you activate your online access for JALA within the Elsevier system, you are asked to provide your ALA membership number in the ''My society membership includes this journal'' box. Your ALA membership number can be found on your JALA mailing label. If you don't have a mailing label handy, you may contact JALA Managing Editor Nan Hallock at nhallock@labautomation.org. You must enter your last name exactly as it appears on your JALA mailing label. The user name and password you receive when you register can be used for other Elsevier sites as well.
Please keep in mind that when searching for JALA in the Elsevier system, you must enter the full name of the journal: Journal of the Association for Laboratory Automation. If you encounter any problems or have any questions, Elsevier customer service technicians are available Monday through Friday, 7:30 a.m. to 6:00 p.m., Eastern standard time. In addition, you are always welcome to contact Nan Hallock.
To access JALA Online, visit http://labautomation. org/journal.php.
FOR WRITERS
Thanks to Elsevier, JALA also has fully automated its manuscript submission, review, and management process. Those who wish to take advantage of this new online submission system, known as the Elsevier Editorial System, must begin by registering as users. After registering, a user name and password will be sent via e-mail to a new user. If the user has previously registered with Elsevier for JALA Online, he or she may easily change the user name and password assigned by the Elsevier Editorial System to match the user name and password for JALA Online.
In addition to enabling online submissions, the Elsevier Author Gateway component of the Elsevier Editorial System offers authors the opportunity to track the progress of a submission, and create a personalized homepage that conveniently includes all the information and links they need and want on one page.
User hints and tutorials are available on the home page, and customer service support is always available. To access the Elsevier Editorial System and Author Gateway, go to http://labautomation.org/ jalainstructions.php and click on ''Submit Online.''
FOR THE LONG TERM
All JALA articles are permanently archived and made available through a number of outlets, including ScienceDirect Ò , Elsevier's popular online digital library. Through ScienceDirect, the full text of all JALA articles can be searched, and article references are linked to the abstract or full text of the referenced article. Science-Direct archives more than 5.5 million articles, and is used by 10 million researchers around the world. This gives JALA articles unprecedented exposure within the larger scientific community, and fulfills our mission of ensuring that JALA becomes part of the enduring record of scientific literature.
We hope you will find these new ALA member benefits helpful and convenient. We encourage you to use them, and share your experiences with us. Your opinions are important, and your feedback is welcome and invited.
Sincerely, Mark F. Russo, Ph.D.
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